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42ND STREET MOON ANNOUNCES ITS

2010-11 SEASON: LOVERS, LIARS AND CLOWNS
SAN FRANCISCO, March 2, 2010—Greg MacKellan, artistic director of 42nd Street Moon, and Stephanie Rhoads, producing director, today announced details of the upcoming 2010-11 season of uncommon musical theater.  For its eighteenth season, merriment abounds in a season rife with Lovers, Liars and Clowns at the Eureka Theatre. The great American composers, lyricists, and librettists featured in 2010-11 are Richard Rodgers, Lorenz Hart, Jerome Kern, George and Ira Gershwin, Cole Porter, John Kander and Fred Ebb, George S. Kaufman, Stephen Sondheim and more.  

The five shows for 2010-11 are A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM, MURDER FOR TWO, BABES IN ARMS, STRIKE UP THE BAND, and SILK STOCKINGS. The season also continues the multi-year celebration of the musicals of composer Jerome Kern and lyricist Ira Gershwin, as well as the special series of Salon Evenings at the Alcazar Theatre.
“For our eighteenth season, we wanted to move outside the 42nd Street Moon ‘template’ a bit, so we’re opening the season with the classic A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum and the wickedly clever new musical Murder for Two,” MacKellan said.   “Of course,  ‘Lovers, Liars and Clowns’ is a quote from Stephen Sondheim’s ‘Comedy Tonight’ in Forum, but it aptly describes the shows we’ve picked for 10-11 – Silk Stockings and Strike Up the Band are awash in romance as well as comedy, laughter is king in Forum and Babes in Arms, and Murder for Two is a musical of secrets – you never know who’s telling the truth.”  

The 2010-11 Season opens on October 6 with a special production of Broadway’s greatest musical farce, A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM (1962).  42nd Street Moon celebrates composer-lyricist Stephen Sondheim’s 80th birthday year with his fast-paced, witty and irreverent show – the perfect escape from life’s troubles. Stephen Sondheim’s score and Larry Gelbart’s book take comedy back to its roots, combining situations from the comedies of Roman playwright Plautus with the infectious energy of classic vaudeville. A special “Moon” twist will bring Megan Cavanagh (star of the film A League of Their Own and Moon’s Jubilee and High Spirits) back to the stage as the wily slave, Pseudolus.

Dates: Low-priced previews: Oct. 6, 7, 8 Opening: Sat. Oct. 9 through Oct. 24. 


The season continues in November with a first for 42nd Street Moon.   MURDER FOR TWO, with a script by Kellen Blair and Joe Kinosian, music by Kinosian and lyrics by Blair, is a brand new musical in its West Coast debut.    A mix of Agatha Christie and old-fashioned musical comedy with a dash of 21st century flair, Murder for Two is a two-person show.   An inspector who arrives at an old, dark house to solve a murder encounters a host of eccentric and cunning suspects.    The twist here is that one man plays the inspector, the other plays all the suspects, and they both play the piano.  Kinosian and Blair met at a BMI musical theater workshop. They discovered that they shared a love of the work of Frank Loesser and old murder mysteries.   Kinosian describes their work together as “Euphoric.  We really get along and get each other’s sense of humor.”  They've written together for TheatreWorks USA and Lincoln Center's "Holiday Songbook,” and Murder for Two is their first full-length musical.   Moon’s Greg MacKellan and Managing Director Lauren Hewitt saw the show in a workshop presentation in New York last fall, directed by Thomas Caruso, who will repeat for Moon’s production.

Dates: Low-priced previews: Nov. 3, 4, 5 Opening: Sat. Nov. 6 through Nov. 21.

BABES IN ARMS (1937) is the perfect production for the holiday season.  The score by Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart (who also wrote the book together) features one of the greatest scores ever written for a Broadway musical.  Memorable melodies include “My Funny Valentine,” “The Lady is a Tramp,” “Johnny One-Note,” “Where or When?,” “I Wish I Were in Love Again,” and “All at Once.”   The granddaddy of all “barn musical” shows features a group of kids whose vaudevillian parents leave them on their own for the summer.  To avoid being sent to a work camp, they come up with a musical.   Moon is presenting the original, 1937 version of this show as revised for its presentation at New York’s Encores! in 1998.

 Dates: Low-priced previews: Dec. 1, 2, 3 Opening: Sat. Dec. 4 through Dec. 19   
42nd Street Moon’s Ira Gershwin celebration continues in April with STRIKE UP THE BAND, a merrily madcap treatise on the follies of love, war and business, which was a smash hit for the Gershwins in 1930.   George and Ira Gershwin created the songs for George S. Kaufman’s sly anti-war satire.  With skulking villains, unrequited love and logical insanity worthy of the Marx Brothers (for whom Kaufman wrote), Strike Up The Band is a tongue-in-cheek tale of an American businessman who leads the US into war with Switzerland over… cheese. The show received rave reviews when revived by New York’s Encores! series in 1998 – the NY Times declared it “a show that remains remarkably vital, with a score as sweet and varied as a chocolate sampler.  It reminds us that Broadway musicals once had sass, wit and sex appeal.”   The score includes Gershwin classics like the title song, “The Man I Love,” “I’ve Got a Crush on You,” “Soon” and “Meadow Serenade.”   According to MacKellan, Strike Up the Band was an anti-war musical, which ran into trouble on the road in 1927. 

Dates: Low-priced previews April 6, 7, 8 Opening: Sat. April 9 through April 24, 2011   

The Cold War turns hot in Cole Porter’s final Broadway musical SILK STOCKINGS (1955), a sly and sophisticated version of the classic film Ninotchka with script by George S. Kaufman, Leueen MacGrath, and Abe Burrows.   Ninotchka, a stern Russian commissar, is seduced by the joys of Paris and the charms of an American film agent, Steve Canfield.    Wacky Hollywood swimming star Janice Dayton, a Russian composer and three errant commissars add to the merrymaking.  Porter’s legendary wit is in top form in a dazzling collection of comic songs (“Stereophonic Sound,” “Satin and Silk,” “Josephine,” “Siberia”) and beautiful ballads (the classic “All of You,” “Paris Loves Lovers,” “As On Through the Seasons We Sail.”)   When the show opened in New York, Brooks Atkinson in the NY Times said, “Everything about Silk Stockings is the best Broadway has to offer – songs and script are the most memorable we’ve seen and heard since Guys and Dolls.” 

Dates: Low-priced previews: May 4, 5, 6 Opening: Sat. May 7 through May 22, 2011    
Salon Evenings at the Alcazar Theatre:    

The next in 42nd Street Moon’s acclaimed series of “salon evenings” continues on October 28, 2010 with the multi-year celebration of composer Jerome Kern.   Kern wrote over a forty-year period with lyricists as diverse as Oscar Hammerstein, P.G. Wodehouse, Dorothy Fields, Otto Harbach, Ira Gershwin, Yip Harburg, and Anne Caldwell.  As usual, a group of Moon singers and a special guest star will feature Kern classics like “All the Things You Are,” “The Song is You,” “I’ve Told Every Little Star,” “The Way You Look Tonight,” and “I Won’t Dance,” as well as rarely-heard gems.

Salon evenings continue on January 27, 2011 with a salute to composer John Kander, whose career began in the 1960s and continues to the present day. With lyricist Fred Ebb, Kander composed two iconic and wildly successful musicals, Cabaret and Chicago, as well as brilliant scores for Zorba, The Happy Time, Flora the Red Menace, Woman of the Year, The Rink, Steel Pier, Kiss of the Spider Woman, and The Visit.  His most recent musical, Curtains, features lyrics by Ebb as well as Kander himself.

Subscriptions ranging from $90 to $189 with discounts for seniors and students and for those under 30-years-of-age, are available through the 42nd Street Moon Box Office at 415/255-8207 (Open Tues. – Fri. from noon to 5 p.m.), or through the website www.42ndstmoon.org.   A special Family Subscription Series is also available for a 1 p.m. matinee on the 2nd Saturday of each production. Salon tickets are priced at $50.

Current season subscribers are urged to renew by May 15, 2008, in order to guarantee the same seats for each performance.  Single tickets will go on sale on August 1 to subscribers, and on August 15 to the general public.  All performances are presented at San Francisco’s intimate Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson St.

42nd Street Moon celebrates and preserves the art and spirit of the American Musical Theatre, contributing to its evolution and continuing vitality by presenting intimate productions of “Uncommon Musicals” -- classic and rarely performed shows by the great 20th century songwriters. Through productions, educational programs, and community outreach, the company is committed to increasing the awareness and appreciation of the rich heritage and cultural perspective of the musical theatre and its vast influence on the world stage. Since 1993 the company has staged more than 90 musicals, as well as several revues celebrating the dazzling legacy of the 20th Century’s greatest musical theater composers and lyricists. 
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