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42ND STREET MOON LAUNCHES MOONSCHOOL
MUSICAL THEATRE TRAINING FOR STUDENTS FROM 8 – 88!

DYAN McBRIDE APPOINTED EDUCATION DIRECTOR

For additional information and registration call 415/255-8205

SAN FRANCISCO, August 12, 2010—42nd Street Moon, the San Francisco theatre company that presents intimate productions of uncommon musicals, is proud to launch its first year of formalized musical theatre training in the Bay Area.  MoonSchool will provide high-level professional classes for students of all ages in a safe and trusting environment, beginning September 13.  Dyan McBride has been appointed Education Director.   

 “Dyan McBride, who has worked with 42nd Street Moon as a performer and director since 1995, is uniquely qualified to lead Moon into this exciting new project,” said Moon Artistic Director Greg MacKellan. “As well as being an experienced actor and director, she has many years of experience as an educator.  We’re very lucky that she is taking on the planning and implementation of the school and its curriculum.”  The courses offered at MoonSchool have been designed to focus primarily on the study of musical theatre and its components: sight-reading, music theory, voice technique, acting, musical theatre dance, stage composition, scene-work and choreography   Each course will last nine weeks, and result in performance, with curriculum taken from musicals of the 20th and 21st centuries.

Dyan McBride’s credits with 42nd Street Moon include leading roles in Flora the Red Menace, High Spirits, Girl Crazy, Very Warm for May, to name a few.  She directed Do Re Mi, Mack and Mabel, Call Me Madam, and will direct the upcoming Babes in Arms for the company.  As an actor and director she has worked at many prominent regional theatres, including the Marin Theatre Company, Broadway by the Bay, and Sacramento Theatre Company. She has taught musical theatre and acting throughout California for more than 20 years. was formerly on the faculty at U.C. Davis and the Academy of Art College and others, and is currently on the acting faculty at the New Conservatory Theatre Center and Solano College. She holds a B.A. in musical theatre, and an M.F.A. in acting.
“I am particularly delighted to take charge of MoonSchool,” McBride said.  “I believe that art should be created in an environment that is supportive, trusting, and most importantly, fun.  Performing should be celebrated and revered as a true expression of each individual’s human experience, but of course the courses will demand teamwork and dedication.”

The four classes offered at MoonSchool will run for nine weeks in a series of three trimesters. They are:


Musical Theatre Level One – Watch Me, Mom for kids 8 – 11 who love to sing and dance.  They will learn to read music, pick up dance steps and play characters. 

Mondays and Wednesdays 4 – 5:30 pm

Musical Theatre Level Two –  OMG, This class is Hecka Fun!  for tweens (ages 11 – 14), who will work on musical theatre basics and add skills like harmony and solo work.

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 – 5:30 pm

Musical Theatre Level Three – Whoa! I just hit the highest note ever! I rock! Ages 14 – college, kids who are passionate about learning the craft, and perhaps are considering a career in the arts.

Saturdays 9 – 11:30 am

Moon Community – Be a Star!  It’s Your Turn to get onstage! – For adults with an interest in musical theatre, stage parents or the performer re-entering show business.

Mondays 6:30 - 9 pm

Other ongoing classes and special offerings will include a Working Actors’ Workout - a weekly class for professionals designed to encourage collaboration and provide a place for working artists to brush up or learn new skills; private lessons for all ages; and master classes and workshops which will be offered throughout the year featuring top talent.  

Classes are held at MoonSpace, 250 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco 94102. For registration or more information, contact Education Director, Dyan McBride, at dmcbride@42ndstmoon.org, or 415/255-8205.

42nd Street Moon celebrates and preserves the art and spirit of the American Musical Theatre, presenting intimate productions of “Uncommon Musicals” -- classic and rarely performed shows by the great 20th century songwriters. Through productions, educational programs, and community outreach, the company is committed to increasing the awareness and appreciation of the rich heritage and cultural perspective of the musical theatre and its vast influence on the world stage. Since 1993 the company has staged more than 95 musicals, as well as several revues celebrating the dazzling legacy of the 20th Century’s greatest musical theater composers and lyricists. 
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